Nagykanizsa

Was a commercial and trade centre already in the Middle Ages, it is first mentioned in documents of the 12th century. The town had a castle, the famous commander of it was György Thury. It was important because it is near the Croatian- Hungarian border, and it could improve and develop, because it was important to build roads here because of commerce. The railway was built here really early, in 1851. In the twentieth century it was a well developed town, with a lot of workplaces, and factories, we had a glass factory, a brick factory, a furniture factory, a beer factory, a light-bulb factory, and a sweets factory, and a machinery factory. Almost all of them went bankrupt at the time of change of regime in 1989, and they remained little companies or closed down. People nowadays live mainly from services, there are a lot of shops, banks, travel agencies, and small undertakings, like hairdressers and so on. It has two secondary grammar schools and some primary schools, two secondary technical schools, and a trade school. There is a garden town, which is like a village, people live here from agriculture. 

The town is situated 220 kms from the capital, but near Lake Balaton and Zalakaros. We do not have a developed tourism, but we have a big transit traffic. Now about 50 thousand people live in this town.

We don’t have important historic sights here, the most beautiful is perhaps the church of the old town, from the 17th century, built in baroque style.

